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Description 

Senate File 536 includes various provisions relating to programs under the purview of the 
Department of Public Health (DPH).  The majority of the changes are technical, with the 
exception of changes that provide legal immunities to persons, businesses, and non-profit 
agencies that assist the DPH in an emergency situation; changes that codify the Bureau of Oral 
Health and the Dental Director position; and changes that extend worker protections for 
individuals who are voluntarily following an isolation or quarantine order, or are following an 
order from the federal Centers for Disease Control. 
 
The Bill also strikes the current annual fee of $15 for funeral and cremation establishment 
inspections from the Code, and allows the DPH to set the fee in administrative rule.  In addition, 
the Bill strikes the Code requirement that prohibits the DPH, Vital Records Bureau, from 
charging fees for records to political subdivisions and State agencies.   

Background 

The current fee for copies of certified vital records is $15, and $6 of each fee is deposited into 
the General Fund.  Under current law, the fee is not charged by the DPH, Vital Records Bureau, 
if a State agency or political subdivision requests a copy. 
 
The largest State agency client for DPH vital records is the Department of Human Services 
(DHS), which requests 84,000 certifications per year.  The two departments currently have an 
agreement for the DHS to pay the DPH a total $53,100 for the provision of birth certification 
information, which is significantly less than $15 per record charged to non-State agencies.  If the 
$15 per record was charged (total of $1.3 million), and the General Fund portion of the fee is 
factored out ($6), the DPH would receive $9 per record or $756,000.     
 
The DPH reports that efforts are underway to move to an electronic system to allow the DHS to 
access birth certification information more directly and reduce the DPH workload significantly.   

Assumptions 

• There are an estimated 589 funeral and cremation establishments, which will be inspected 
once every three years.  The DPH will set the inspection fee at $75 and counties will 
conduct an estimated 196 inspections statewide each year.   

• The electronic system for birth certifications will be implemented in FY 2008 and will reduce 
the number of certification requests made by the DHS by two-thirds to 28,000.  The DHS will 
pay a fee of $0.50 for the 28,000 certifications at a cost of $14,000, which is $39,100 less 
than the current agreement.     

• The number of vital records certifications that will be requested by other State agencies or 
political subdivisions at a charge of $15 each is unknown.   
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Fiscal Impact 

Senate File 536 will generate an additional $14,725 in statewide annual revenues for county 
general funds beginning in FY 2008. 
 
The Bill may also increase expenditures for State agencies and political subdivisions due to 
charges incurred for copies of vital records; however, this amount cannot be determined.   
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The fiscal note and correctional impact statement for this bill was prepared pursuant to Joint Rule 
Section 2.56, Code of Iowa.  Data used in developing this fiscal note and correctional impact state
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